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Winston County Self Help Co-
operative set assail on an un-
thinkable mission July 7 and 

8 with numerous events, which included 
harvesting vegetables, money manage-
ment workshops, co-op’s business session, 
outreach and forestry meetings. Accord-
ing to Dorothy Harper WCSHC Youth Direc-
tor, “our commitment propelled members 
and supporters to work diligently for 48 
hours to enhance economic opportuni-
ties in rural America.  We engaged and 
enticed our next generation of landown-
ers to become better managers of our 
natural resources by integrating a myriad 
of activities to strengthen WCSHC’s inter-
generational learning model”. This ambi-
tious process started at 6:15am with har-
vesting of peas, lima beans, okra, squash, 
and cucumbers from youth garden. The 
harvest yielded several bushels of qual-
ity vegetables shared with senior citizens, 
youth and supporters. 8:55am, 21 adults 
assembled for an informative money man-
agement workshop at Mt. Moriah Baptist 
Church facilitated by Willie Lake of Federal 
Deposit of Insurance Corporation. Lake 
highlighted FDIC’s money smart curricu-
lum and encouraged participants to share 
knowledge among community partners. 
3:50pm, WCSHC’s Ninth Business Session 
occurred at Winston County’s extension 

48 Hours with WCSHC

office-30 members in attendance. This 
business session focused on preparing 
heifers for fall breeding, planting forages, 
youth dairy camp, and amassing ideals for 
WCSHC’s Saving Rural America and Youth 
Conference January 2 & 3, 2009 in Louis-
ville, Ms. 4:30pm, co-op’s ninth outreach 
meeting featured Tim Martin of East Mis-
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Melbah Smith longtime em-
ployee of the Mississippi As-
sociation and Federation of 
Southern Cooperatives is re-
tiring. The Winston County 
Self Help Cooperative extends 
congratulations and thanks for 
helping to save rural america.  
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Winston County Self Help Cooperative
Saving Rural America and Youth Conference, January 2 & 3, 2009 

WCSHC Youth Group harvesting peas, lima beans, okra, squash, and cucumbers from youth garden.

48 Hours with WCSHC,
Continued on pg. 2

Saving Rural America Conference
Winston County Self Help Cooperative’s Second Saving Rural 
America and Youth Conference scheduled for January 2 & 3, 2009 
at the Louisville Coliseum-Louisville, Ms. Mark your calendar for this 
prolific event.  For more information visit www.wcshc.com

sissippi Electric Power Association. Martin 
revealed tips on creating energy efficient 
home and shared gifts with 36 partici-
pants. 7:00pm, WCSHC members engaged 
in a county forestry association meeting. 



Winston County Self 
Help Cooperative 
members report-

ed brisk sales of vegetables; 
however, crops needs rain to 
lengthen season. The cost of 
production escalated whole 
sale prices 10 percent with 
minimum affect on regular cus-
tomers’ purchasing power ac-
cording to cooperative mem-
ber Thomas Coleman. “I am 
harvesting daily to fulfill cus-

WCSHC’s 2008 Vegetable Report
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Vegetables from the youth garden.

Presenters outlined cost share 
programs to assist forest land-
owners with commercial thin-
ning to prevent southern pine 
beetle infestation. WCSHC’s 
48 hours agenda concluded 
with a youth money manage-
ment workshop on Tuesday 
morning-36 participants. Willie 
lake-FDIC’s Community Spe-
cialist encouraged participants 
to create short and long-term 
goals and craft savvy money 
management skills. Lake re-
iterated we live in a capitalist 
society of making money off 
uninformed consumers. The ar-
duous 48 hours process ended 
with a hodgepodge of pizzas, 
chips, desserts, sodas and wa-
ter. WCSHC extends thanks to 
Willie Lake, FDIC, Mississippi 
Association of Cooperatives, 
Winston County’s NAACP, Vot-
ers League, and three area 
churches, Mt. Pleasant #1, Mt. 
Sinai, Mt. Moriah and Pastor 
Pittman.

48 Hours with WCSHC,
Continued from pg. 1

Tim Martin of East Mississippi Electric 
Power Association

tomers’ demands for peas, lima 
beans, field corn, squash, okra, 
greens, green beans and wa-
termelons. My customer base 
increased 15 percent over 2007 
and we are elated to sell more 
fresh vegetables and raise nu-
trition awareness in purchas-
ing locally grown vegetables. 
Coleman stated several farm-
ers’ markets managers inquired 
of participating in their venues, 
however, the local demand 

eliminated this request. I am 
encouraging other small farm-
ers to increase acres in order to 
meet the four counties demand 
for fresh vegetables”. Coleman 
indicated Lima beans sells for 
$45.00, snap beans $25.00 
and pea $27.00 per bushel 
with prices steadily increasing.  
WCSHC’s member plans to par-
ticipate in Alcorn State Univer-
sity Extension Program’s fresh 
green market in the fall.

WCSHC Working with Absentee Landowner

Winston County Self 
Help Cooperative 
continues to work 

with absentee landowners in 
providing pertinent information 
to help save small family farms. 
Timothy Jernigan lives 800 miles 
from Louisville, Mississippi and 
needed technical assistance in 
making prudent decisions for 
the family farm. Jernigan solic-

ited technical assisted through 
WCSHC to construct a lease 
agreement with a local cattle 
farmer. “Jernigan indicated sev-
eral individuals made reference 
to Winston County Self Help Co-
operative as a competent source 
of farming information. He par-
ticipated in WCSHC’s Ninth Busi-
ness Session and obtained rel-
evant tidbits and awareness of 

USDA’s cost-share programs. The 
meeting highlighted a need of 
developing a farm management 
plan to provide long-term guid-
ance and to integrate planned 
conservation practices. Jernigan 
appreciated assistance received 
from Winston County Self Help 
Cooperative and will continue to 
support WCSHC’s efforts to help 
save rural America”.



The Winston County Self Help 
Youth Group, Future Generation 
4-H Club, Youth Development 

and Capacity Building, Inc, of Dacula, GA 
will present a Young Males Summit for 
ages (8-18) on August 15 & 16, at Mt. Mo-
riah Baptist Church in Louisville, Ms.  Ac-
cording to the Mississippi Department of 
Education, only 40 percent of males en-
tering the 9th grade will graduate and 35 
percent of males over 18 will serve time 
in a correctional institution by age 34. 
Therefore, we are presenting this sum-
mit to nurture and provide guidance for 
our young males. This summit will focus 
on building team spirit and creating a 
positive environment through training. 
Louisville Chief of Police L.M. Claiborne, 
County Extension Agent Mike Skipper, 
USDA personnel, Alcorn State Universi-
ty’s Extension Program, and others will 
present on making good decisions and 
choices. Lift up, give back and change 
someone else life by participating in 
this young male summit. Give God the 
glory and our communities will develop 
a moral character to win. For more infor-
mation, contact (Jean Harper 662-773-
8264 jeanh29@bellsouth.net) or (Dennis 
S. Murray at (770)904-0958 d.s.murray@
ydacbine.org)

“WCSHC’S Young Males Summit”            

3 July 2008 “Saving Rural America” 

WCSHC male members pose for picture.

By The Press 

Saving Rural America Conference

Winston County Self Help Coop-
erative’s Second Saving Rural 
America and Youth Confer-

ence scheduled for January 2 & 3, 2009 at 
the Louisville Coliseum-Louisville, Ms. Mark 
your calendar for this prolific event. Last’s 
year conference drew more than 350 par-
ticipants from four states.  2009’s conference 
will thrive on building family unity to sustain 
future generation of farmers and landown-
ers. Winston County Self Help Youth Confer-
ence will convene on Friday January 2, with 
an ambitious agenda of disseminating perti-
nent information to identify careers in agri-

culture. Saturday’s session will start 7:00am. 
For more information contact Frank Taylor 
601-291-2704 or fltaylor@bellsouth.net. visit 
our website www.wcshc.com

Conference theme “Bring Families 
together to Save Rural America”  
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Winston County Self Help Coop-
erative and Frank Taylor who 
helped establish the group 

have earned numerous awards over the 
last six years. This year caps those awards 
with a lifetime achievement award for 
Taylor from Heifer International. Heifer 
International provided a grant to Winston 
County Self Help Cooperative in 2002 to 
kick start the group’s efforts to “Save Ru-
ral America”. With the grant, WCSHC under 
Taylor’s leadership purchased 40 heifers to 
share among its members and to 
begin growing a self-sustain-
ing and community involved 
farming group. “He has ex-
celled and went above and 
beyond with the WCSHC,” 
said Roger Jones, Heifer 
International South Cen-
tral Project Leader. “This 
is our way of showing our 
appreciation for his ef-
forts to save rural Amer-
ica and he deserves it.”  
Taylor not only fulfilled 
Heifer International’s goal 
of “sharing the gift,” or 
passing on the offspring 
of the heifers supplied by 
the organization’s grants 
but has developed numer-
ous programs in the com-

Frank Taylor and WCSHC Recognized
munity and introduced seminars to help 
cooperative members grow a business, 
handle home ownership, care for their 
farms and much more. “WCSHC started 
the project with seed money from Heifer 
International bu    t under Frank they took 
it to another level of success for a local 
project,” said Jones. “He has helped change 
lives in Rural America and that is what 
Heifer International is about,” added Jones.

Jones also noted Taylor worked to get 
WCSHC working with young peo-

ple and building their interest in 
farming. Through the WCSHC, a 

Future 4-H Generations Club 
developed and maintains a 

garden in the city of Lou-
isville and has earned 

numerous awards 
under the tutelage 
of Jean Harper. It is 
the projects and the 

growth of the program 
that earned Taylor the 
award along with his work 
with Heifer International. 
“Frank has participated 

in several programs and 
served as a guest speaker 

to promote Rural America,” 
said Jones. “He does it with 
a passion.” Jones added that 
the WCSHC has grown from 
15 to over 45 families under 
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County Self Help Cooperative in 2002 to 
kick start the group’s efforts to “Save Ru-
ral America”. With the grant, WCSHC under 
Taylor’s leadership purchased 40 heifers to 
share among its members and to 
begin growing a self-sustain-
ing and community involved 
farming group. “He has ex-
celled and went above and 
beyond with the WCSHC,” 
said Roger Jones, Heifer 
International South Cen-
tral Project Leader. “This 
is our way of showing our 
appreciation for his ef-
forts to save rural Amer-
ica and he deserves it.”  
Taylor not only fulfilled 
Heifer International’s goal 
of “sharing the gift,” or 
passing on the offspring 
of the heifers supplied by 
the organization’s grants 

Heifer International is about,” added Jones.

Jones also noted Taylor worked to get 
WCSHC working with young peo-

ple and building their interest in 
farming. Through the WCSHC, a 

Future 4-H Generations Club 
developed and maintains a 

garden in the city of Lou-
isville and has earned 

numerous awards 

growth of the program 
that earned Taylor the 
award along with his work 
with Heifer International. 
“Frank has participated 

in several programs and 
served as a guest speaker 

to promote Rural America,” 
said Jones. “He does it with 
a passion.” Jones added that 
the WCSHC has grown from 

Taylor’s guidance. Taylor is the third recipi-
ent of the Life Time Achievement Award

“I’d like to acknowledge the coopera-
tive members for the fantastic job they’re 
doing,” Taylor continued. “They are the 
ones that make it work. And I’d like to 
ask the community to join us, and help 
us in our efforts to save Winston County.”

HPI’s South Central staff-group project partner
members

Members of Heifer International’s South Central

Saving Rural America Conference
Winston County Self Help Cooperative’s Second Saving Rural 
America and Youth Conference scheduled for January 2 & 3, 2009 
at the Louisville Coliseum-Louisville, Ms. Mark your calendar for this 
prolific event.  For more information visit www.wcshc.com

(Right) Taylor receives lifetime 
achievement award. 

Get The Greensboro Echo 24 Hours a 
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